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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT.

Section 'A" 1945.
Mr. SPEAKER: I have received from the

Auditor General a copy of Section "B" of
his report on the Treasurer's statement of
the Public Accounts for the financial year
ended the 30th June, 1945. This will be laid
on the Table of the House.

QUESTIONS.

RAILWAYS.

(a) As to Commonwealth Proposal for
Gauge Unification.

Mr. NEEDHAM asked the Minister for
Railways:-

1, Has he noticed a statement in the Press
that the cost of unification of Australian
railway gauges would be approximately
£50,500,000?

(a) That Western Australia's share of
the cost would be £7,000,000,
the rest to be borne by the Corn-
inonwcalth Government and the
Governments of the Eastern States?

(b) That Western Australia rejected
this arrangement?

(c) Are these statements correct?

2, If so, wvill he inform the House what
were the reasons actuating the Government
of this State in its rejection of the
proposal?

'The MINISTER replied:-

1, Yes.
(a) Yes.
(b) Yes.
(e) No,

2, The total cost of unification was esti-
mated at approximately £215,000,000, of
which work to the value of approximately
£517,000,000 was to be performed in Western
Australia, and this State's contribution, in-
cluding associated works, was approximately
£8,000,000.

The Western Australian Government did
not reject the proposal, but because of dif-
ferences between the States of Queensland
and New South Wales at a conference of
Commonwealth and State Transport Minis-
ters held in May, 1946, regarding priority
of works to be carried out in those States,
no agreement was reached and the Common-
wealth Minister for Transport intimated at
the conclusion of the proceedings that he
would seek his Government's approval to
negotiate with the States willing to proceed
with standardisation of rail gauges. Up to
date this State has not been approached to
negotiate.

(b) As to Lighting at Level Crossings.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:

Regarding the electrical gear required for
lighting purposes at level crossings, will he
indicate which crossings are to be included
in the scheme?

The MINISTER replied:
It is not possible to state at this juncture

which crossings will ultimately be protected
by electrical warning devices, but the next
stage proposed in equipping additional
crossings emnbraces, the following main road
country crossings:-

Meennar,
Livesey's,
Scott's (near Kellerberrin),
Spearwood (South end),
Wilkes (near Pieton Junction);

also metropolitan crossings at Leighton and
Welshpool, subject to agreement being
reached with the local authorities concerned
regfarding allocation of costs.
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RURAL LABOUR.

As to Withdrawal of P.O.W. Italians.

Mr. PERKINS asked the Minister for
Agriculture:

1, Is he aware that notwithstanding the
statement of the Federal Minister for Comn-
merce to him that, owing to shipping ar-
rangements having been made, it was neces-
sary to withdraw all Italian prisoners of
war from farmers by the end of May last
and their-consequent withdrawal, that these
Italian Ps.O.W., excepting those that have
escaped, are all still in camp in this State?7

2, Will he draw the attention of the Fed-
eral Minister for Commerce to the position
and point out the consequent damage to pro-
duction in view of the lack of rural labour to
replac the Italian Ps.O.W.?

The MINISTER replied:

1, Yes1 but it .is expected that these
prisoners of war will be repatriated in the
near future.

2, The State Government has drawn the
attention of the Federal Minister for Corn-
ineree to the unwisdoin of withdrawing
prisoner of war labour from farms before
rural labour became available.

TUBERCULOSIS.

As to Mobile Clinics.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for
Health:

1, Is he aware that mobile x-ray and
pathological clinics are being provided en-
abling citizens in New South Wales to be
examined for tubereulosis?

2, Does the Commonwealth assist this
State to light tuberculosis?

3, Will he examine New South Wales
methods for application in Western Aus-
tralia?9

The MINISTER replied:

1, Yes.

2, Yes, under recent legislation, hut
limited to new diagnostic work and after
care.

3, Mobile units are included in a proposed
scheme now being considered.

TRAFFIC REGULATIONS.

As to Motor Headlights.

Mr. McDONALD asked the Minister foi
Works:

1, Will he direct his attention to exper
opinion that has been expressed criticising
the existing traffic regulations as to head.
lamp;, on the pound that they make night-
driving dangerous to the motorists and ft
other road users unless the driver sets MEb
lamp beams higher than is permitted by tht
regulations?

2,P Will he arrange for the regulations is
question to be re-examined with a view ft
any alterations that may be desirable in thE
interests of road safety?

The MINISTER replied:
1 and 2, The question of the standardisa-

tion of head lights and lighting regulationt
throughout all the States is under considera-
tion and it is expected that agreement will
he reached in the near future.

In the meantime the W.A. Traffic Advis-
cry Committee is giving close consideration
to this matter on the basis of representationi
made by the Royal Automobile Club.

GREAT EASTERN HIGHWAY.

As to Southern Cross-Coolgardie Section.
Mr. STYANTS asked the Minister for

Works:
1, Is there a grader working on the Great

Eastern Highway between Southern Cross
and Coolgardiel

2, Can he give any indication of when the
work of bituminising this road between
Bodallin and Coolgardie, that was inter-
rupted by the war, will be resumed?

The MINISTER replied:
I, Yes.
2, Re-conditioning and tarring work on

the main road between Bodallin and South-
ern Cross will be commenced in September
or October of this year.

STATE DEFICIT.

As to Common wealth Assistance.

Mr. STYANTS (without notice) asked
the Premier:

I, Whet steps have been taken to finance
the deficit of L912,559 incurred for the finan-
cial year 1945-19467
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2, If the Premier has made representa-
tions to the Commonwealth, has he yet had
any reply?

The PREMIER replied:
1, Within the provisions of Section 6 of

the Taxation Reimbursement Act, a claim
has been presented to the committee author-
ised to receive such claims, namely, the
Commonwealth Grants Commission, and a
detailed examination has been made of the
budgetary return from this State. The
'Under Treasurer has appeared before the
Commission and given in detail replies to
any questions raised by him.

2, I have advices from the secretary of
the Commonwealth Grants Commission that
a report in connection with the financing of
OUr deficit has gone forward to the Federal
Treasurer for his consideration.

CHAIRMEN (TEMPORARY) OF
COMMITTEES.

Mr. SPEAKER: I desire to announce
that I have appointed Mr. J_ Hegney, Mr.
Fox and Mr. Mann to be temporary Chair-
men of Committees for the session.

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.

THE PREIUIER (Hon. F. J. S_ Wise-
Gascoyne) [4.461: I move-

That the House, unless otherwise ordered,
shall mieet for the despatch of business on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at
4.30 p.m., and shall sit until 6.15 p.m. if neces-
sary and, if requisite, from 7.30 onwards.

MR. MAN~N (Beverley) [4.47):- It is my
intention to move an amendment to the
motion. I point out that the comamencing
hour of our sitting;, 4.30 in the afternooni,
is f ar too late. In many of the other
States of Australia the Parliaments at the
present time assemble at 2.30 and proceed
with business until a late hour on Tuesdays
and Wednesdays, but adjourn at 6 o'clock
on Thursdays. I am speaking on behalf of
country member, who have a long way
to come. The fact of the House sitting
late on Thursday night compels them to
remain in town until Friday evening be-
fore leaving for their homes. Another
point that concerns me chiefly is that I,
like other members, claim that the average
man is too weary at half-past four in the

afternoon to legislate for the State. A
man's mind is more active and clear at
2.30 in the afternoon. That is the time we
should meet, instead of sitting the long,
tiresome and wearying hours under the
present arrangement. During the first
mionth of a aession we very often adjourn
at teatime; but later on in the session 'we
work very long hours, often till 11.30 p.m.
I remember that some years ago the
Minister for Works moved in the same
matter.

The Minister for Works: Are you sure
he did?

Mr. MANN: I am not quite clear whether
the Minister for Works was agreeable to
my present proposition. I claim that a
member has a full-time job to attend to
his parliamentary work. I do not con-
sider that any man in the city at present
is entitled to be a member of Parliament
unless he is prepared to give his whole
time to the conduct of his parliamentary
duty. If he does not, he should not he in
Parliament. Our work is to legislate; that
is what Parliament meets for. Some mem-
bers have said that they find their whole
day is occupied up till half-past four in
interviewing their constituents. That may
be so.

Mr. Watts: You will have to train the
constituents a bit.

Mr. MANN: It is not a question of train-
ing constituents. We are appointed by the
people of Western Australia to legislate
for this *~ate. I have watched members
on the front Treasury Bench at the end of
the session and have noticed that they look
haggard, tired, weary and worn, and I do
not blame them.

The Minister for Lands: I have never
felt weary at the end of a session.

Mr. M1ANN: As I say, I have watched
members on the front Treasury Bench care-
fully and have noticed the strain that the
work has on them. I sincerely hope the
House will agree to my proposal. I move
an amendment-

That in lines 4 and 5 of the motion the
words ''at 4.30 p.m. and shall sit until 6.15
pin,. if necessary and, if reqiuisie. fromn 7.310
P.M. onwards,'' be struck out with a view to
inserting the words "at 230 P~m. and qfitll
sit until 6.15 p.m. if neess.v and,. if rennisite.
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frem 7.30 p.m. onwards on Tuesdays and
.Wednesdays and adjourn at 6 p.m. on Thurs-
days.P
I fedl that under such conditions we should
be able to legislate with a much clearer mind
and with much greater advantage to the
State generally.

TEE PREMIER (Ron. F. J. S. Wise-
Oascoyne-on amendment) [4.50]: 1 oppose
the amendment. This question has been
raised and debated many times in this House.
I recall a motion, moved as a specific motion,
by the present Minister for Works in 1933.
I can also recall that I supported it. But
following the work that has been done in
this House in the intervening years and the
gradnation or promotion, call it what you
will, from the fledgling stage when we were
both sitting in the back bench-

The Minister for Lands: When you were
young and innocent!

The PREMIER: -1I am led to believe that
the arguments submitted at that time by the
then Deputy Premier, Mr. McCallum, were
valid and cannot be successfully Contra-
dicted. Ministers today are tinder at least as
heavy a strain as in any other period in our
history. In the administrative tasks, which
are most exacting and require close atten-
tion, there is at all times during the parlia-
mentary session an added strain upon them.

Mr. Mann: I agree with you there.

The PREMIER: On the legislative side
they must, of course, be responsible for very
close attention not only to the principles but
to all the details of the Bills being submitted
by. them to Parliament. In the prepara-
tion of the legislation they must, perforce,
work long hours outside of the times when
the House is sitting to enable them to bring
to the Chamber a clear understanding of
the legislation introduced by them. Further,
I think that there is a case for Ministers,
fairly regularly and constantly, to he avail-
able in their offices to members. I will not
deny that to obtain progress at the later
stages of the session it has been essential,
and will continue to he, for the House to
meet for longer hours and, in order to do
that, to meet, perhaps, earlier in the day.
But I suggest to the member for Beverley
that if the hours proposed by him were in-
stituted at this stage of the session we would
find that members would be unwilling to

speak on motions before the House at this
time of the year.

Mr. Mann: I would make them speak!

The PREMIER: The hon. member may
have some secret way to make members
speak, but I think he would find that he
could not, during the first week of Parlia-
ment, find, among members, a desire to
speak even if we were to meet at 11 o'clock
in the morning. In addition, thiere is a re-
sponsibility on the part of the Government
to private members-especially country mem-
bers-to place at their disposal much time,
outside of the hours that the House is
sitting, to interview, with people from their
electorates, not only Ministers, but also vari-
ous representatives of Ministers, in their de-
partments, to obtain information, not on
petty things, but on matters of great
moment to the districts concerned. Of course
if throughout the parliamentary session we
add to the sitting hours-because that is all
this will achieve-I venture to suggest that
the hon. member will not ease the strain, but
increase it. Therefore, on the grounds I
have mentioned I do, at this stage, oppose
the motion, admitting that I have not given
it, nor has the Government, very close con-
sideration. I think that later in the session
-much earlier than has been the custom-
consideration could be given to meeting on
Thursdays at 2.30 p.m. I think that might
not only facilitate the business of the House,
both for Ministers and private members, but
would give to private members who are
country residents a better opportunity than
they now have. I do, in opposing this mo-
tion, assure the bon. member that the Gov-
ernment will give consideration to that
aspect with a view to introducing it very
much earlier in this session.

MR. PERKINS (York-on amendment)
[4.55): 1 quite agree with the amend-
ment. I can also understand the fears
and the opposition of the Ministers to
this alteration, and the suggestion made
by the Premier is possibly a way out. It
will largely satisfy country members who are
in a different position from those representing
city and suburban constituencies, in that
those members representing constituencies
within easy range of Perth can more easily
keep keep in touch with their electors than
can country members. If the country mems-
hers are to be given an opportunity to got
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back to their electorates and maintain pro-
per contact with their electors, then it is
necessary for some consideration to be ex-
tended to them in the matter of the third
sifting day in the week. Unless we bring
our cams to Perth it is practically impossible
for us to get home before Friday night.
The train services have been altered sliglktly
now and it will be possible for those mem-
bers using the Great Southern line to get
away at 7.30 p.m.; and those who travel
on the Eastera Goldfields line as far as
Merredin will be able to get away at a
quarter to six at night. If the Premier
will carry out his suggestion and alter the
sitting hours on Thursdays that will ease
the difficulties for many of us, and will be
a considerable improvement on the custom
that has been observed in the 'Past.

MR. WATTS (Katanning-on amend-
ment) [4.581: I am very sympathetic to-
wards the intention underlying the amend-
ment. I know in particular, the difficulty
that is experienced by country members who
live sufficiently near to the metropolitan area
to be expected to be constantly in their
electorates, and sufficiently far from the
metropolitan area to find it most inconven-
ient to get there if they are obliged to wait
until Friday night before they can leave in
every week of the -session. I feel sure that
that is the reason underlying the amendment.
I think, too, that the hon. member is to
be commended for introducing the amend-
ment to the House, firstly in order that the
matter may be discussed by members, and
secondly that it afforded the opportunity
to the Premier to acquaint the public with
some of the duties, other than the bare at-
tendance at the sittings of the House, which
fall to the lot, not -only of Ministers
of the Crown but also of private -members.

There is an impression abroad-and. the
quicker it is destroyed the better-that the
only dittes that a member of Parliament
attends to are those imposed upon him dur-
ing the sitting hours of every session. Th
actual facts are entirely opposite to that for
I venture to say that the work done during
the hours and days that the House is not
sitting is, in many eases, twice as arduous
to the average private member as is the worN
he does when the House is actually in session.
He has many calls on his time and many
calls, I might say, upon his ingenuity 'when

it comes to dealing with Government de-
partments. In addition he is compelled, if
he does his duty in a reasonable way-and
I believe that virtually every member, if not
every member, does so-to make consider-
able investigation into the effect, or the
possible effect upon the people he repre-
sents of the legislation introduced. Those
investigations cannot lightly be carried out.
I know from my own experience, both be-
fore and since I occupied the seat that I
now occupy, that the work involved was
considerable if one applied oneself to it.

This amendment has those two virtues,
theref ore, of which the most important is
the opportunity afforded the Premier to say
what he did say, and for me to confirm it
from this side of the House in the strongest
possible terms. I hope that definite con-
sideration wvill be given to some such change
as has been proposed by the member for
Beverley and commented on by the Premier.
W"e had, during last session, an absence of
all-night sittings, and on that I express my
pleasure and my commendation of the co-
operation and co-ordination that enabled
all-night sittaings to be avoided. At the same
time, we had many sittings that were late,
extending unti well after 11 p.m,, for 14
or 15 sitting days en end. If late sittinga
can be obviated, I am convinced that the
standard of legislation and the activity of
every member will be greatly improved, I
support the amendment moved by the
member for Beverley.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland-on amendment) [5.2]: The terns
of this amendment to alter the hours of sit-
ting, Air. Speaker, have been experimented
with on one or two occasions. The member
for Beverley states that by 4.30 p.m. mem-
bers are too weary to do justice to their
Parliamentary responsibilities, hut those of
us who were here to experience it appreciate
that at 2.30 p.m. members are too busy to
attend to their parliamentary duties. The
anxieties of the Whips of the period in
which we tried the experiment of sitting
at 2.30 p.m. were great, when compared with
our experience of starting at 4.30 p.m. Over
the years we tried it, and it is from practical
experience that we have declared that the
sitting time should be 4.830. We xunst ap-
preciate that there has been a cowmplete
change in parliamentary functioning, as a
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result of Commonwealth interference with
the general administration of the affairs of
the State.

Mr, Mann; It is nice to bear you say that.

Hon. W. D*. JOHNSON:- Commonwealth
interference by various forms of legislation
and of administration has caused a great
deal of work to be placed upon the Cabinet.
I say, and I intend to repeat-because the
people of this State must ultimately ap-
preciate exactly what is the make-tip of this
Parliament-that the responsibilities of Mlin-
isters today and the administrative decisions
that they have to give, cause them consider-
ably more concern that was the ease when
they had the opportunity of submitting ques-
tions to Parliament so that Parliament could
express its views on them. That cannot be
done today and we must therefore give those
who are in the Cabinet, and who have to
carry the responsibility of administration,
more time. Those of us who are excluded
from participating in many things in which
we used to participate should not be called
together so often. This Parliament cannot
direct, today. When I say that Parliament
cannot direct, I refer to questions of finance.
After all, government is finance and finance
is government. Once we take from a body
the control and direction of the purse-ex-
penditure and revenue-it immediately
ceases to be useful in a practical sense. This
House must appreciate, sooner or later,
where we are, and we must try to reconstruct
ourselves in order to fit in with the altered
conditions. We cannot go on as we have
in the past. The Commonwealth Grants
Commission will not always come to our
rescue.

Mr. Thorn: Tell us something about the
hours of sitting. That is what we are deal-
ing with-

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: If the House sits
at 4.30 p.m., that will enable Cabinet, which
has the responsibility of administering the
affairs of State, to do more than would
otherwise he the case. Members of the Cabi-
net should be given more time in their of-
fices, by leaving them there until 4.30 p.m.
and we should be called in as casual workers
to see what is going on and to be informed
from time to time what the Executive is doing
in directing the affairs of the State of
Western Australia.

MR. MANN (Beverley) [5.8]:- After
hearing the Premier's remarks, I ask leave
to withdraw my amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Question put anid passed.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS,
PECEDENCE.

On motion by the Premier, ordered: That
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, Government
business shall take precedence of all motions
and Orders of the Day.

COMMITTEES FOR TE SESSION.

On motion by the Premier, Sessional Com-
mittees were appointed as follows:-

Library.-Mr. Speaker, the Minister for
Education and Mr. Seward.

Staitding Orders.-Mr. Speaker, the
Chairman of Committees, Mr. Doney, Mr.
Withers and Mr. North.

flouse.-Mr. Speaker, Mr. MeLarty, Mr.
Needham, Mir. Stubbs and M1r. Wilson.

Printing.-MNr. Speaker, Mr. Thorn And
Mr. Triat.

BILL-SUPPLY (No. 1), £,2,700,000.

Standing Orders Suspension.

On motion by the Premier, resolved-
That so much of the Standing Orders be

suspended as is necessary to enable resolu-
tions twin the Committees of Supply and of
Ways and Means to be reported and adopted
on the samec day on which they shall have
passed those Committees, and also the passage

of a Supply Bill through all its stages in one
day, and to enable tile business aforesaid to
be entered upon and dealt with before the
Address-ia-reply is adopted.

Message.
Message from the Lieut.-Governor received

and read recommending appropriation for
the purposes of the Bill.

In Committee of Suspply.
The House resolved into Committee

Supply, Mr. Rodoreda in the Chair.
of

THE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. S. Wise-
Gascoyne) [5.10]: 1 mov-

That there be granted to His Majesty on
accozut of the services of the year ending on
the 30th Junec, 1947, a sum nqt exceeding'
£2,?700,000.
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This Supply is required to carry on the
business of the State until the Estimates are
passed by Parliament. The Estimates are
now in the course of preparation and will
be presented to the House as early as pos-
sible. I am hoping that they will be intro-
.dneed very much earlier this year than is
usual. The amount of Supply required, and
mentioned in His Excellency's Message, is
Consolidated Revenue Fund, £2,200,000;
General Loan Fund, £200,000, and Trea-
surer's Advance, £300,000, a total of
£2,700,000. This is an allocation exactly
similar to that for the No. 1 Supply Act
passed last year. The expenditure for the
first three months of the last financial year
from the Consolidated Revenue Fund, ex-
cluding special Acts, was £2,300,000. The
provision of £2,200,000 for this year will,
therefore, be sufficient for approximately
three months. Interest and sinking fund
payments are included under special Acts,
and therefore do not require authority under
the Supply Bill.

The advance to the Treasurer to meet
special payments that cannot, for the time
being, be charged to special votes and ac-
counts, is the source of portion of the
amount sought in this Supply Bill. I would
mention that last year it was estimated that
there would he a deficit of £207,090, and
later, on the introduction of the Estimates,
it will be shown that as thus0 Estimates
were framed to a considerable extent before
the cessation of hostilities, altered circum-
stances and conditions made a great differ-
ence when the financial year ended, because
as members are aware, the deficit was
£912,559. As I indicated, in reply to a
question without notice today, our ease has
been presented to the Commonwealth Orants
Commission and a claim has been lodged for
the whole of the deficit for last year. I
cannot anticipate what may be done, hut I
know that the report of the Commission has
gone forward to the Commonwealth
Treasurer and is at present being considered
by him, There is very little more that I
wish to say on the Supply Bill. It is the
usual Bill necessary on the opening of Par-
liament to enable the public services to be
carried on and to provide the moneys neces-
sary in anticipation of the Estimates.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [5.14J:
As the Treasurer says, this is the usual Bill
to carry on the State's business until the

Estimates can be presented and considered
by the Chamber. I had thought that the
first Supply Bill this year might be larger
than it is but I find, as the Treasurer says,
that it is for the same amount as the Bill
for the corresponding period last year. We
appear to have left a succession of surplus
years which we experienced up to the end
of 1944-45 and embarked now upon a period
in which expenditure may be very much
greater if the accounts of last year are to
be taken as a criterion. No doubt the
Treasurer, when he introduces the Esti-
mates, will deal rather more fully with this
position than has been necessary in the last
few years.

There are obviously accumulated arrears
of maintenance which now press heavily on
the finances of the State and there are also
other additional calls upon the Treasurer's
resources. In view, however, of the exist-
ing ifinancial arrangements between the
Commonwealth and the States, it seems to
me that Parliament will feel it advisable to
examine the position on this occasion in a
way that has not been necessary for several
years past. Tf we are to face a series of
years of greatly enlarged expenditure, we
have to determine whether those years are
going to bring a series of heavy deficits.
I am not suggesting that expenditure in
excess of the limited sumn we now receive
under the uniform taxation system may not
be essential, but I do think that, having
found from the experience of last year that
we may be called upon to find much more
money than we obtain under the uniform
tax system, it is incumbent upon us to
examine the whole of our financial relations
with the Commonwealth.

It would be unsatisfactory if this State
year after year had to be dependent for
its budgetary plans on an application for
assistance from the Grants Commission
under the Taxation Reimbursement Act. If,
as seems probable, the demands for expendi-
ture in this State and for the development
of the State and for meeting the many
necessary avenues of expenditure that have
been deferred during the war-if all those
things are going to mean more heavy calls
on the Treasurer, we shall be concerned to
hear from the Treasurer when the Estimates
are introduced precisely what is his general
view as to the future. I do not think wre
would wvish to contemplate a system under
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which we would be called upon to invoke
aid year by year under circumstances in
which we may not get all we need or all we
think we need.

At the same time I appreciate that, undei,
the recent arrangement made by the Pre-
miers in conference, there is in contempla-
tion a new system under which the returns
to the State will be based, I understand, on
an area as well as a population criterion.
I am also aware that, under the recent ar-
rangement between the Commonwealth and
the State, we will be advantaged by a larger
return in our own right from the revenue
collected under the uniform tax than we
have received in the past. This, I under-
stand, amounts to some £700,000, which will
appreciably assist the State's finances. I
mention these facts because we seem to have
arrived at the end of an era and to be em-
barking upon a new era, and an opportunity
will be needed and will be profitably used
if we spend some time in examining thd
position at the proper occasion, namely,
when the Estimates are before us.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported and the report

adopted.

In Committee of Ways and Means.

The House resolved into Committee of
Ways and Means, Mr. Rodoreda in tho
Chair.

THE PRE3iER (Hon. K. J. S. Wise-
Onscoyne) [5.22]: 1 move-

That towvards making good the Supply
granted Jo 1His Majesty for the services of the
ycar ending the .30th June, 1947, a sum not
exeeding £e2,200,000 be granted from the
Consolidated Revenue Fund, £200,000 from the
General Loan Fund and £300,000 from the
Public Acount.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported and the report
adopted.

All Stages.

In accordance with the foregoing resolu-
tions, Bill introduced, passed through all
stars without debate and transmitted to
the Council.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Second Day.
Debate resumed from the 25th July.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [5.27]:
desire first of all to join with the mcmb(
for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe in his spth o
Thursday last in extending the sincere-
sympathy of those associated with me hei
and, I think, of all members to His Exce
lency the Lieut.-Governor in his recer
sad bereavement. I subscribe most heartil
to the observations made by the mcmlx
for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe as to thei servicE
Sir James and Lady Mitchell have rendere
to this State in the high offices they hol
and extend with hinm to them our be!
wishes for long life and future happines

I would also like to express my persona
pleasure at the apparent restoration I
health of the Minister for the North-Wei
who was absent for many weeks dudsn
last session. Whatever we may thinkc
his political views, most of us are fond
him personally, arid it would have grieve
us deeply had he not been able to eonr
back and take his part in the Rouse th
session. So I must express my pleasiu
at seeing him looking so well, and I trui
that his appearance does not belie the a.
tual state of his health.

Judging by the financial figures at ti
end of May, I expected to be able to refq
to the Treasurer as Gone-a-Million-Fran
as was once done in respect of a form4
Premier of this State in the person of MI
John Scaddan, but either accidentally
with a full knowledge of what was happei
ig, the deficit wvas arrested when it reachi
the figure of £912,000 as at the 30th Jun
I remember that when the Mitchell-Lathe
Government was in office between 1930 at
1933 the most uncomplimentary remarl
were passed by members, some of them no
seated on the benches opposite to, mc, b
cause that Government had succeeded:
achieving a magnificent deficit ranging fro
£800,000 in the best year to £C1,500,000:
the worst. Those were days of vast unex
ployment expenditure, falling revenues ai
high interest rates; and judged by the yar
stick which was used, according
"Hansard," by his czolleagues of those da3
the Treasurer should be heartily ashamed
himself because he budgeted only for a
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ficit of £207,000, and he has succeeded in
-exceeding that estimated deficit by some
£701,009.

The Premier: I am not a 'bit ashamed.

Mr. WATTS: I said, judged by the yara-
stick of the Premier's colleagues of 1930-
1933. 1 will tell the Premier in a minute
what I think about it. For if deficits were
not justified in their opinion in 193D-33, in
the circumstances to which I referred, there
-can be little, if any, justification for such a
substantial deficit as there is at the present
time; because by comparison these are days
of houyant revenue. Let the figures speak
for themselves!I There is no unemployment
and there is a considerable reduction iii

interest rates all around. Time after time in
recent years, we have been told by the two
Treasurers who have held office that con-
version effected here has done this, with a
greet saving to the State, and conversion
effected there has done it again, and so on
and so forth.

The Premier: Demanids are much rester
in these days.

Mir. WATTS: I am not denying that the
lemands are greater, but they are not very
nuch renter when one comes to consider
.he circumstances in those days. We were
.n a constant state of trouble in order to
'e-lieve thousands of hapless people whom
tad mismanagement on the part of some-
wody-end I do not propose to endeavour to
lad a scapegoat-had placed in the position
hat they could not earn an honest living.
lundreds of thousands of pounds-and I
to not exaggerate when I say that-were
pent out of a depleted revenue in order to
)rovide the very poor and unsatisfactory
elief which could be afforded to them at
hat time. The revenue for the past year I
ad was accurately estimated by the hon.
,entlernan. It was, I think, only some
3,600 out. But the expenditure was very
ich tinder-estimated by him, in that it was
pproximatcly £C701,000 out. I noticed a
batement which was made in "The West
Luistralian" on the 4th July in reference to
iis matter, in which hie said-
Moreover, as a result of the Commonwealth's

oIiey of economic control, charges made by the
tates for services were pegged, despite the
iet that all Government undertakings had to
cet seriously increased costs.

o not only can we lay charges against the
)nimonivealth Government, it would ap-

pear, in regard to certain other matters-
such as uniform taxation, which I will deal
with in a moment-but we can also lay the
charge against it that it has continued to
prevent the Treasurer-so it appears from
his own statement-from taking into con-
sideration increased costs which are imposed
upon him when he seeks to obtain revenue
in order to pay for those increased costs.
I turn now to a somewhat laconic state-
ment in the Lieu t.-Governor's Speech in re-
gard to this matter. It says--

Expenditure for the year 1945-1946 exceeded
revenue by £912,559.

I would suggest, with the greatest respect
to His Honour, the Chief Justice, that in
rending this Speech on Thursday last he
made an excellent job of extremely scanty
material, and I quoted that as an example
of the scanty material to which I refer.
Virtually no information was provided for
anybody as to the facts which genecrated-
if I may use that word-the deficit of which
I complain, or refer to; so that I have to
make reference to the columns of "The
West Australian" if I wish to discover any-
thing at all about the reasons which bear
upon it,

The Premier: You realise that I do not
want to prejudice a case which is being con-
sidered now, do you notl

Mr. WATTS: I am coming to that very
aspect.

The Premier: I am not going, to run the
risk of that position.

Mr. WATTS: The next phrase is even
more intriguing to me in all the circum-
stances It is this-

Uinder the Commonwealth Income Tax (Re-
iiabursemnt) Act, the State has submitted a
claim to the Commonwealth Grants Commission
for tbe amount necessary to enable the Budget
to 4o balanced, and Ministers are hopeful that
the full claim wvill be tact.

So am I! I make no bones about expressing
my hopes in this regard. That phrase, how-
ever, leads me to suspet-and to use an old
phrase to explain it-that the Treasurer has
discovered that there are more ways than
one of killing a pig, the pig in this ease
being the uniform ten law. In this proce-
dure I suspect that the Treasurer seeks to
get even with the Commonwealth Govern-
ment in this particular regard. If he is pre-
pared, even somewhat silently, to admit that
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soft impeachment, I will extend to him my
heartful sympathy in this matter; because
in my opinion the Commonwealth Govern-
menit's treatment and behaviour in respect
of uniform taxation have been both fraudu-
lent and dishonest. That is my view of it,
and I make no bones about it. Let us
examine the history of it for a moment or
two. When Mr. Chifley introduced tempor-
ary uniform tax Bills on the 15th May, 1942,
he saidl, according to the report in the
Federall "Hansard" at page 1286 of 1942-

The Government, having carefully considered
the comnmittee's report, has decided to adopt
tine recommendations with a view to bringing
about a single taxation authority for the
period of the war and one year thereafter.

This pledge I consider was also included in
the Uniform Tax Act itself because it pro-
vided that-

This Act shall continue in operation until
the last day of the first financial year to com-
mence after the date on which His Majesty
ceases to be engaged in the present war, and
no longer.

The matter was referred to the High Court
by several of the States on the 23rd July,
1942. The High Court gave a decision that
the uniform tax legislation was valid and
Mr. Chilley delivered his Budget on the 22nd
September, 1942, and repeated his pledge
that the uniform tax was a temporary war-
time measure only. Hfe said-and this is
also to be found in "Hansard --

The uniform tax plan wvill replace the former
multiple taxing systems of the Common-
wealth and States, and will operate for the
duration of the war and one year thereafter.

The then Prime Minister, the Rtt. Hon.
John Curtin, said that-

Uniform taxation was intended as a wartime
measure only, and would not be imposed by
constitutional or any other means as a per-
manent feature of the financial relations be-
tween the Commonwealth and States, and that
the undertaking given by his Government
would undoubtedly be honourred by any suc-
ceeding Government.

So whatever one you like to take-and I
think at this stage I prefer to take Mr.
Chifley, as he is the present Federal
Treasurer-there -was a definite statement,
unequivocal in character, that it would be
for a period of the duration of the war
and one year thereafter. But notwithstand-
ing this, on the 27th March, 1946, when Mr.
Chifley was speaking in the same House,
he said-

But this Government intends that unifori
taxation shall be permanent.

So therefore there is the clearest evidenec
of a promise that was made and broke
in a barefaced manner. Unfortunately, toc
it has been stated that the State Premier
agreed to this promise-breaking. One, Dy
Gaha, who was Minister for Health in Tas
mania and subsequently was and now is
member of the Commonwealth Parliamen
-and who therefore may be taken to be
person of some responsibility-stated, ac
cording to Federal "Hansard" of this year
page 687, that the State Premiers who at
tended a conference of Commonwealth am
States Ministers at Canberra in January
rebelled against such centralisation, bu
after a long and wordy battle, the Premier
agreed to uniform income taxation. All tha
the Lieut.- Governor's Speech says in tbii
regard is that in spite of the protests oJ
State Governments, the uniform tax was t(
be continued.

The statement made by the doctor, to whiel
1 referred, and which nobody up to dati
seems to have contradicted, admits thosi
protests but declares there was ultimati
agreement. I hope that is not true- Ru'
worst of all, the Prime Minister himself bam
denied that any promise 'was made; andI
hope that that will not be need as publii
propaganda on the Hitlerian theory that ti
bigger the lie the better it goes down. I an
wondering how long it will be before all. oJ
our public men, when they make clear an(
unequivocal promises or statements of tha
chariacter, will be prepared to honour them
however inconvenient it may hie to their sub.
sequent convenience, because until that timi
arrives--and the quicker it arrives tin
better-CGovernment in any country-eac
this country in particular, since we an(
dealing with this country-canniot reach tha
high and respected state which we are en.
titled to expect in a democracy such as this

That is why I observed that if tin
Treasurer is prepared to admit the soft im.
peaebment that I suggested, that he ham
studiously taken few, if any, steps to pr.
vent an increase in the deficit in order thal
he may contend somewhat more sncessfull3
with this broken-promise disease to whici
I referred, then I am prepared to give hinr
my sympathy, and not my criticism. I wanr
him to be careful, however, because I wouhi
like to know what effect such an admissier
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might have on the Grants Commission, the
members of which are Australia's dictators
today, as I see them. They have been
created by the Federal octopus-that is a
good word to use-and they are responsible
virtually to no-one, whereas the Premier and
the members of this Parliament are respon-
sible to the whole of the adult population of
the State. Members of this House are the
people who have that responsibility thrown
upon them for the time being, but in the
ease of the Grants Commission, if they do
not like our policy or the way we spend our
money they can if they choose-I do not
say they have done so hut the possibility is
obviously implied in their powers-make our
policy unworkable and put the State upon
the financial rocks. So far as I can see the
Commonwealth Government of any kinda at
no time has gone heyond their recommenda-
tions. Is it not delightful for a State of
960,000 squares miles, crying out for devel-
opment and capable of vast development, to
be left on the dole? Personally I shall never
rest until some of these State rights are re-
stored.

On this matter of uniform taxation, I am
prepared to agree to a uniform return and
even uniformity in deductions for the
family man and other deductions that are
allowable to ensure continuance of the pre-
sent income tax return and the simplifica-
tion of the whole system, but I am not pre-
pared to agree to a continuance of the pre-
sent position especially in view of the
circumstances in which it came about and of
the broken pledges associated -with it. I
have always felt-I induced this House to
say so on one occasion with the special sup-
port of the Premier in some aspects of the
motion-that there should be a conference
representative of both sides of this Parlia-
ment and of the other State Parliaments with
the Federal controllers in this matter in
order that we might arrive at some reason-
able conclusion which would re-establish the
proper relationship between the State and
the Commonwealth Governments in the mat-
ter of finance, a conference -which would
really be a conference and not a gathering
together of persons who are going to be
dictated to by someone who merely says,
"Tanke it or leave it."

Mr. Mann: We want another J. T. Lang
in Western Australia.

Mr. WATTS: That has been the position
n to date.

The Premier: You are not advocating a
convention?

Mr. WATTS: I am rather suspicious of
the word convention.

The Premier: So am L.
Mr. WATTS: I purposely used the word

"4conference"l meaning a conference of re-
presentatives of this Parliament and State
Parliaments elsewhere with those who are
in control of this business in Canberra.

The Premier: You are not advocating an
elective convention?

Mr, WATTS: Decidedly no.
Mir. Thorn: We might get shut out again.
Mr, WATTS: I think any reasonable

Commonwealth Government would have
agreed long ago to such an arrangement and
discussion taking place. So far as I know
-I asked a question on this aubect some
eight or nine months ago-nothing more
than a formal reply has been given to the
communication from the Premier supportql
by a majority verdict, if not a unanimous
verdict, of this House in regard to the mat-
ter.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Did you get the
support of the other States?

Mr. WATTS: I suggest that it would be
possible to get the support of the great hulk
of them. If I have -read Mr. MeKelt aright
in "Hansard" we would get his support. We
would get the support of Victoria and I
would be very surprised if we did not also
get the support of Queensland as well as of
South Australia. If the hon. member wants
anything more he can go to Tasmania him-
self and try his luck. I have made no in-
quirkes there. I do know, however, that Mr.
Dwycr Grey, who was the Treasurer in Tas-
mania sonme time ago, was the originator of
the suggestion. I said in the Hfouse at the
time the matter was being dealt with that I
had had correspondence from him on that
topic.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Should you not
have done that before approaching the Com-
monwealth Government? One State cainnot
influence that Government.

Mr. WATTS: The hon. member has suc-
ceeded in achieving something which ap-
parently is dear to his heart. He has put
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into my mind, and that of other members

that the Government of the State, having

been requested by the House to take action

in regard to a conference of State repre-

sentatives with the Commonwealth, has only

gone to the Commonwealth and not men-

tioned the matter to the other States.

The Premier: That is not so.

Mr. WATTS: If that satisfies the hon.

member it satisfies me. I was under the im-

pression that the matter had been under-

taken in a reasonable way and that the Com-

monwealth Government had returned merely

a formal reply which had hung the matter

up. If the hon. member wishes to lodge a

complaint against his Own 'Government be

is entitled to do so.

Mir. Mann: Re is not game to do so.

Mr. Thorn: He would sell us tomorrow.

Mr. WATTS: The Lieut.-Governor's
Speech states-

The world-wide food shortage bas greatly
altered the short term prospects for some of
the State's agricultural products, and for some
time to come there will be a ready market for

all the wheat and meat that can be produced.

This stabilisation of wheat-

The Premier: That would be another ex-

pression for orderly marketing.

Mr. WATT S: There is orderly marketing

and disorderly marketing. I was about to

remark that my observations on the ques-

tion of the stabilisation problem, whatever

they may be, will be made at the proper

time. I am assured in the Speech also that

there is going to be legislation regarding

that question. it would not be wise, there-

fore, at this stage to anticipate the legisla-

tion that may come forward. There will no

doubt be ample tune and opportunity to

discuss it and disclose my views on it and

attack it or support it, as the case may be,

when the Bill comes before the House. I

was also about to say that one of the par-

ticular foods in short supply in the world

is wheat. When Great Britain starts bread

rationing in the circumstances in which it

has been introduced it, it may be assumed

that there is a real shortage of wheat in the

world. I have heard the Premier when

Minister for Lands, and I think also in his

present office, declare more than once how

very important a part wheat plays in the

.economy of the State.

It does not appear to me as though
Western Australia is going to be allowed to

make a very substantial contribution towards

relieving the wheat shortage by comparison
with other parts of Australia. I have drawn

attention on more than one occasion to the

fact that Western Australia seems to be, as

the member for Wagin once remarked, a

sort of fifth wheel of the coach. We do not

seem to be of much value in the scheme of

affairs so far as Australia's wheat economy

is concerned as controlled by its present
Government. I want to know how it is that

for 1946 the wheat licensed areas for New

South Wales and Victoria comprised
1,800,000 acres and 947,000 acres respective-
ly greater than they were in 1938-39, and
why Western Australia is 109,000 less. Here

in this State we know and have been told

by the Premier that to our State's economy
wheat production is very valuable and im-

portant. Notwithstanding that we 6~d we

were restricted to the extent of 33 1,'3 per

cent, in the acreage we were able to plant
as against the area planted in the base years

1937-1940, and that instead of being able
to take advantage of the improved position
we can grow 790,000 acres less than we did
in 1938-39, wvhile two other States of the

Commonwealth are able at the same time
to increase their acreage by two and a half
million acres.

I have here the figures quoted by Senator

Fraser, the Minister for Trade and Customs,
on the 5th July, 1046, as they are given in
Federal "Hansard" No. 10 page 1902. He

said that in 1938-39 in New South Wales
the acreage tinder wheat was 4,168,000 and

in 1946 the licensed acreage for wheat was

5,978,000, an increase of 1,810,000. In the

case of Victoria, in 1938, 2,522,000 acres

were under wheat and in 1946, 3,469,000 an

increase of 047,000. In Western Australia

in 1938-39 the area under wheat was
2,864,000 .acres and in 1940 it was

2,065,000, a 'decrease of 799,000 acres.

Queensland which is not regarded as a

wheatg-rowing State had 312,000 under

wheat in 1938-39 and 518,000 in 1946,

an increase of 206,000 or approximately
653 per cent, above the 1938-39 figures. -I

take it those figures cannot be contradictedJ.

They have been given by the Minister for

Trade and Customs in the Commonwealth

Parliament in answer to questions and are

reported in the official records of the de-
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hates in the House. What I shall want
to know later on is whetber the Common-
wealth Labour Government or the State
Labour Government is responsible for that
state of affairs, and whether eitherT of them
has permitted this to pass without any
protest. I have never heard or read of
one. In ray opinion these figures will take
a lot of explaining.

About a year ago in this House our
Deputy Leader, the member for Toodyay,
moved an amiendmnent to the Address-in-
reply. He said-

This House regrets that the impending end
of hostilities finds your Goverrnnent and the
Governmient of the Commonwealth almost
totally unprepared in regard to servicemen,
land settlement, housing etc.

He must have been either well-informed
or an extremely good prophet.

The Premier: A Mandrake.

Mr, WATTS: On that day, the 14th
August, 1945, the Minister for Works rose
in his place in opposing the amendment,
and expressed the opinion that if after six
or 12 months of peace members of the Op-
position bad conie forward with an amend-
ment of this description and had been able
to prove then that the Government had made
little or no progress they would have bad
a strong ease against the Government. I
then interjected-

I will remind you about that after a lapse
of 12 months.

I find myself in the position of being
obliged to rewind the hon. gentleman that
that period has elapsed. I do not find my-
self-nor do I think the people of this
State find themselves-filled with en-
thusiasm as a result of the activities of
that period. At that time, so far as the
settlement of our ex-serviemien on the land
was concerned, there was none of it, and
after the lapse of 11 months and one
fortnight I think almost precisely the santc
position exists. There arc none of them
actually settled. I do not deny for one
moment that there must have been somec
change; there have been a few properties
inspected and acquired here and there
There has been a great deal of investiga
tion done in some places, but, in the nei
result, the number of persons who have
been able to accept the assistance that i!
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being offered to them, and to establish
themselves on the land, is virtually, if not
entirely, nil.

Mr. Thorn: Has one returned soldier been
settled on the land uander the Common-
wealth scheme?7

Mr. W~ATTS: I say "almost entirely
nil."1

The Minister for Lands: They were all
settled after the 1914-18 war.

Mr. WATTS: There is a tremendous gulf
indicated by those words. When the Minis-
ter uses the words "settled after the 1914-18
war," he infers that the job was done too
quickly, but in no circumstances can that
charge be laid against the present adminis-
tration because, at the rate they are going,
as I read in a provincial paper a few days
ago, by the time this horse passes the
post it will he 84 / years from now. Unlessa
there is more speed than there is at present,
most of the el-servicemen will be so old
and overwrought by the time these investi-
gations are finished that they will not have
necessity for anything but the old age pen-
sion, which I hope they will be able to
obtain. That is the position. On the pro-
gress that has been made over a period of
months, the outlook is somewhat startling.
At the end of March, the information given
in the Commonwealth Parliament was that
1,756 ex-merahera of the Services engaged
in the late war had applied for assistance
under the Land Settlement Scheme Of
those, 863 had heen considered. Tbat left
800 odd that had not been considered, Of
those considered, 728 bad been approved.
In reply to a further question:-

(a) How many applicants are now in occu-
pation of properties? and (b) how ninny pro-
perties have been acquiredl under the schieniet

The member asking the question was
given the following answers-

(a) None. Until the State Governments
submnit areas or holdings for consideration, the
Conumonwealth is unable to approve them. Once
the 'area is so approved, some further time
is required for the actual preparation and de-
velopmnent of the property. (b) None yet ap-
proved by the Commonwealth. Fifty holdings
in the possession of the Rural Bank of Western
Australia have been submitted by the State
Government and arc being considered.

As to war service homes, the answer giveu
was that between the 1st July, 1944, and
the 31st March of this year, 1,402 applica-

3tions for homes were submitted to the Wai
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Service Homes Commission in Western
Australia. Of these, 267 were approved,
leaving 1,150 that had not been approved
notwithstanding that the applications had
run over a period of 21 months. This, I
think, wvas the piece de resistance. At that
time, eight houses had been built. I thought
we would give them another three or four
months without saying much about it. When
we come to the 30th June, 1946, we find
that 2,088 applications for farms under the
scheme have been received. Of these, 1,456
had been classified and 817 were awaiting
classification. A course of intensive train-
ing was required by 888. No er-service-
man had been placed on the land under the
scheme up to the 30th June, 1946.

1 invite tho Minister for Works to con-
sider, in view of his observations of 12
months ago, whether I would not ha justi-
fled now in moving an amendment in rather
stronger terms than those of that moved on
the 14th August, 1945, when he invited mec
to wait for six or 12 months. In the cir-
cunmstances, I have been obliged to wait for
12 months. If there is no smarter rate
of progress indulged in, the prospects of
these young men being settled on the land
before they reach their dotage are reote.
I do not know whether the bulk of the
blame or responsibility should lie wvith the-
Commonwealtha Government or the State
Government. Perhaps the hon. gentleman
opposite will be able, at a later stage in
the session, to sort it out for me. In either
ease, it will not do the Government any
good, because, if it blames the Common-
wealth, it knows what it is doing, and if
it blames itself, it also knows what it is
doing.

Mr. Thorn; The Minister for Lands is
cautious. He is frightened of 1914-18 being
mentioned.

Mr. WATTS: I propose now to say a
few words on the housing question, which
was included in the motion of the member
for Toodyay. There were, I believe, at that
time, reports extant that 10,000 houses
were short-supplied in Western Australia,
and that there was likely to ho, and had been
pvc-war, a normal annual requirement of
about 2,500. In consequence, as the year
opened, 10,000 houses were required, and it
may be safely and reasonably assumed that
the pre-war accretion to that number has,
duly taken place. In fact, I would not be

surprised if it were greater, but I have no
reliable figures to prove that this is so. Thus
12,500 houses are required at this moment,
less the contribution that has been made dur-
ing the year. Again I turn to the Lient.-
Governor's Speech-

During the year ended the 30th June permits
were issued for 1,483 dwellings and 620 houses
were completed or in course of construction
under the Com moawenlth -State Rental Housing
Scheme. The Housing Division of the Public
WVorks Department has completed 29 houses
under day labour conditions and has a further
106 uinder construction.

So, if I allow for all the dwellings for which
permits were issued as having been built-
and I am in grave doubt whether that is s0,
because I am informed that a number of per-
mits have been issued and houses have not
been built in respect of them-and if I also
take the houses built tinder the Common-
wealth scheme and the completed houses
under day latbour conditions and the other
106 under construction, I still arrive at the
fact that the total of them all is less than
the normal requirements of one year cal-
culated on a pre-war basis, and has made no
contribution whatever towards a reduction
in the number of houses which we were short
of in 1945. And this magnificent result has
been achieved after 12 months of peace,
which was the time I Was requested by the
Acting Premier to afford His MAaijesty's
Government in this matter and which I ha~ve
been able to do by the lapse of time since
the last session of this House!I

Personally, I do not consider that the
circumstances as they existed at the 30th
June, 1945, would have enabled anyone to
make a very much more substantial contri-
hution, without superhuman efforts, to the
work of providing houses in this State. I,
therefore, do not unduly criticise the hous-
ing authority in 'Wstr Australia because
I believe it was given an utterly impossible
position from which to stnrt its work. There
have been far too many plans and planners
in this country in the last few years, whose
plans have existed mostly on paper or in
their own minds, with little if any practical
effort to bring those plans to development
in a reasonable time.

Mir. Thorn: It would be very interesting
to know what the cost of administration has
been.
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M1r. WATTS: It is all very well to argue
that, up to the last moment of hostilities, it
was essential to keep the whole of the
200,000 people in the Armed Forces
actively engaged there, no matter how skilled
they might be in certain trades or how little
active work some of thenm had to do in the
places where they were stationed, while the
necessities which would 'be required imme-
diately hostilities ceased were not being pro-
vided for at all. If the period of only one
year, which I submit was amply available
before the 30th June, 1946, had been utilised
for preparations for the position which was
known to be developing and which would
require attention before long, then the hous-
ing authority in this State might have been
able to make a greater contribution and, in
fact, I am certain that it would have done
so. As it was, through the ineffectiveness
of government in this country, there was no
reasonable opportunity given to that
authority to do the job as it would have
liked to do it; and today the people of this
community are paying for it in a way that
must evoke our most sincere sympathy if
we have any heart at all.

Case after ease is brought under one's
notice where it is almost impossible for
people to get a reasonable habitation. I
have here a letter from a constituent of mine
who has a house consisting of two bed-
rooms, a sittingroom and at kitchen, and in
that home ten persons are residing-three
daughters, aged respectively 22, 17 and 12,
at son and daughter-in-law, another son who
is married but whose wife lives elsewhere
because they cannot get a home, a son aged
14, a father aged 79, the writer and her hu~s-
band. The reason why these people are in
that unfortunate position is this:- The lady
herself who wrote the letter owns another
house in the same town, the possession of
which would immediately relieve the con-
gestion so far ats she is concerned, hut in
that house a soldier, his wife and four child-
ren are living and she has taken no steps
to remove them, even if she could he suc-
cessful in getting them removed, which I
doubt. She is a kindly soul and has taken
no steps whatever to remove them. The
soldier is serving in some part of the State
quite close to the metropolitan area and, in
fact, quite close to this House-o nly a few
miles away-where he has heen for the last
four years. He has been continually making
application for a home of somec kind for his

family in the metropolitan area. I believe
he is now in the permanent forces, but he
has been unable to get any place for his
family to live in and therefore to relieve
the extraordinary position in the ease of the
wife I have just related.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. WATTS: Before tea, I was recount-
ing the sad state of affairs of one particular
family as to the housing position and the
effect of that position on another equally
deserving family, which, of course, is not
in the least extraordinary as there is a very
large number of people in precisely the same
situation. Unfortunately, the position is
moving so slowly and in so cumbersome a
manner that Heaven at the present time
knows when these people can be relieved,
for the reasons I have already given. But
while, as I said, I am not in any humnour to
criticise to a degree the actual housing auth-
orities, I do think they have made a very
serious mistake in one regard, and that is
their determination-as I understand it-
not to allow a permit to he issued for the
building of a house where only a married
couple is to be accommodated. I notice these
words in the Licut.-Governor's Speech-

The Government is fully seized with the vital
importance of increasing the State's popula-
lie,, and The question of immigration is receiv-
ing careful consideration.

I know of no way that is better and cheaper
for increasing the population than that of
encouraging the birthrate. I do not think
the delay of a year or two, or perhaps
longer, which is obviously going to be the
fate in a great number of cases, will make
any contribution whatever towards increas-
ing the hirthrate or any contribution to the
best means of bringing migrants into this
community. In order that there may he no
misunderstanding as to the decision of the
board in this matter, I have before me a
letter written to myself by the secretary of
the board and dated the 23rd July, 1046, in
which he refers to applications which were
submitted for the board's decision and which
consisted mostly of requests by young mar-
ried couples without families or by those
about to marry. Whilst recognising their
difficulties, the letter goes on to say that the
board feels the time is not yet opportune to
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approve of applications where there are
only two to be housed. The secretary goes
-on to say-

You, I feel sure, appreciate the difficulties of
aupply and the need to regulate permits on an
overall basis of hardship. At the present time
the pressure is so great that the board is hard
rut to provide for man, wife and one child.

It does seem to me that that decision is
-one which ought to be given the most care-
ful and early re-consideration, because I
4say without fear of successful contradiction
that it is having an exceedingly deterring ef-
feet on young people who otherwise would
be married, for whom the best years of their
life are passing and for whom I think we
should do everything possible as early as
we can to assist. I make that submission in
this case in the hope that it will receive con-
sideration different from that which it has
regeived in the past. I think the board in
that instance is making a very great mis-
take. I also want to know whether it is a
fact that permits are issued by the board-
a number at a time-to architects and dis-
tributed by them to whomsoever they please.
The effect of that, as I see it-if that he the
case and it has been reported to me that it
is--is that the architect, when receiving a
number of permits, can allocate those houses
virtually to whom he pleases and probably
to those who are bent able to pay the fees
which architects receive for their services.
Uf that is the case-

The Premier: That is not the case.

Mr. WATTS: I am very glad to hear that
it is not; but it has been reported to me by an
authority whom I regarded as very reliable.
If it were so, then the effect would be, as I
said, that people who were most deserving
of consideration certainly would not he re-
ceiving it; but if the Premier, who is also
'Minister for Housing, says that it is not
so then the only thing I can do at this stage
is to accept his assurance. I propose to mak
a suggestion or two as to one or two other
matters which seem to me to be of import-
ance. I have listened of late to the broad-
casts of the debates in the Commonwealth
'Parliament.

The Minister for Lands: Very rowdy, are
they not?

Mr. WATTS: The Minister has taken the
words out of my month. I was about to say

that, as compared with the behaviour in this
Legislative Assembly, the conduct is ex-
tremely rowdy.

The Minister for Lands: We will send our
Speaker over there.

Mr. WATTS: Yes, that would he desir-
able, too, from happenings that have come
under my notice, because he would certainly
display more fairness and impartiality than
are sometimes displayed by the hon. gentle-
man who fills the position in that House.

The Minister for Lands: This fellow shot
the, Leader of the Opposition ot one night,
you know.

Tvr' WATTS: I1 repeat that our Speaker
displays more fairness and impartiality
than does the hon. gentleman who holds th~e
same position in the Federal House. But my
point this evening wvas not to discuss with
the Minister for Lands, or with the House,
the virtues of yourself, Mr. Speaker, in the
honourable position which you occupy. I
Mierely wished to point out that we now
have the clearest evidence, if we did not
have it hefore, that the behaviour in this
Legislative Assembly is very much better,
to put it mildly, than that of another place
at Canberra.

The Minister for .Tustiee: Tt might be
the best in Australia.

Mr. WATTS: I am not going to dispute'
that statement. Long since have I formed
the opinion that it was better and nothing
that has occurred in recent weeks will in-
duce me to alter that opinion. But, Mr.
Speaker, it seems to me that now is the
opportunity, if this House and Parliament
is prepared to take it, as I believe they are,
to improve the status of this Legislature
in the public opinion by making arrange-
ments to broadcast some of the debates in
this Parliament.

The Minister for Lands: What have the

people done to deserve that?

Mr. WATTS: They have done nothing
to deserve it. I have heard speeches by
the Minister himself which, as to their sub-
ject-matter and delivery, were worth a
little more publicity than they received.
I must admit, of course, that I have heard
speeches from the same hon. gentleman which
I would not have broadcast in any circum-
stances, but that is purely a Matter of
ovinion.
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Mr. Withers: You do not expect pubp-

licity of good behaviour.

Mr. WATTS: No. You cannot make pub-
licity of good behaviour; but you can make
public that there is considerably less
rowdyism in this Chamber than there is in
the other place to which I ha9ve referred.
Of course, I think the way they have gone
about this broadcasting of the Common-
wealth Parliament is quite the wrong way.
To my way of thinking, the manner in which
we should approach it in this State would
be for the Goveranent to acquire a corn-
inercial station network-say three stations
-which would cover the greater portion of
the settled areas of the State; and to vest it
and tho management of it in an inter-party
committee of both Houses, the members of
which would virtually bc-as they would be
incorporated, I have no doubt, by Act of
Parliament-the directors of the concern.
They would be changed from time to time
as the personnel of Parliament changed, but
they would still preserve the same balance
of representation in respect of each party
and of each House as the statute provided
in the first instance.

The committee would not be autborised
to have broadcast the whole of the proceed-
ings of Parliament. It -would be directed
to select such portions of the proceedings as
it thought were most likely to be informative
to the public. 'When I say that, I do not
want to be misunderstood. I do not mean
that it should select what speakers the public
should hear. I mean that it should select
what particular measures that are being
discussed should be broadcast and there
should be no reservation in regard to thosd
measures. The whole of the speeches on
them should be available over the air for
tho public to hear. We might come to the
conclusion, for example, if we were dealing
with last session, that the debate on the Soil
Conservation Bill was one of the most im-
portent before Parliament, and in conse-
quence the procedure would he that the
committee having decided that was the Bill or
one of the Bills to be broadcast, the whole
of the discussion on that Bill would be
broadcast to the public. I consider that if
we continued, as I believe we would con-
tinue, on the same basis as we have for many
years past as a general thing there would
very shortly be a substantial revival of the
status of this Legislature as compared with
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the other one which is now being broadcast
-to the eternal advantage of this State and
of this Commonwealth. That is a sugges-
tion I throw out to His Majesty's Govern-
ment for its consideration, because it would
be impossible for anything other than im-
partial control to be exercised and in those
circumstances I am perfectly certain the
management of the concern would be in
quite safe hands.

We have heard much in recent weeks
about the creation of regional hospitals, and
various places have been named as the
likely spots for their establishment. Into
that aspect of the matter I do not propose
to go. Neither do I propose to criticise or
object to the general principle of the estab-
lishment of regional hospitals, provided-
arid this is not a point that has been made
clear to me or, 1 think, to anybody else at
any time-that it is not intended, in conse-
quence of the establishment of regional hos-
pitals, ruthlessly to close down the smaller
country hospitals in this State.

The Minister for Justice: No, that was
never intended.

The Minister for Lands: I made that
statement time after time.

Mr. WATTS: It is an unfortun ate im-
pression which is abroad in many quarters
that when a regional hospital is available
within some measurable distance of a place,
either the existing hospital-the rural hos-
pital, I will call it-will be closed, or else
the facilities available there will he so mnini-
mised and the position, in consequence of
modern demands, made so difficult that the
net result will be that the rural hospital
might just as well not exist.

The Minister for Justice: That is not so;
the status quo will remain.

Mr. WATTS: On that assurance I rest.
It gives me great satisfaction. While I am
enthusiastic about the provision of the best
surgical and therapeutic treatment that can
be afforded and made available as near as
our great distances will allow to every per-
son, at the same time I did not want it
to appear that all and sundry would have
to he carried long distances to these hos-
pitals because facilities formerly available
nearer to their homes were no longer avail-
able. I again accept quite willingly the
Minister's assurance on the subject which,
I think, will give satisfaction also to a great
many others.
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There has been formed in this State re-
cently a safety council, with the idea of
-educating the public to minimise the num-
ber of accidents that take place, both fatal
and otherwise. If I may, I am going to
commend to every member of this House
,and to every person in this community the
need for supporting, both practically and
in general, the activities of this organisa-
tion. I believe that at present the member-
ship is fairly limited. I would suggest that
the membership and the interest in the organ-
isation should be widened very considerably
so that greater sections of the people will
have an intimate connection with the coun-
cil. According to statistics which have been
given to me, in the four years up to the
30th June last year, there were 15,818
,deaths in Australia from accidents and
650,710 persons were injured. Quite apart
from the pain end suffering caused to those
who are injured and to the relatives and
friends of those who are killed, the lass
to industry-directly and indirectly-must
be terrific;, and the financial expenditure in-
volved must be very considerable.

Many of these accidents take place in
industrial )establishments. Many of them
are occasioned by the use of high-powered
and modern efficient machinery. I know
there are laws regulating the use of such
machines and also prescribing as many
safety devices as can reasonably be used,
and I am fully in accord with those laws
and with any reasonable extension of them
that may be required to cope with modern
practice. But there is also a need for the
education of the people who are employed
in those places and also of the general pub-
lie in regard to street accidents and other
calamities of that character in order that
they may understand that there are methods
they can use and precautions they can take
which will save them and those related to
them a great deal of eare and expense.

It is reported to me that in New South
Wales in the year ended June, 1942, in-
dustrial accidents alone caused a loss of
700,000 manpower weeks, which represent
4,000 employees absent daily; and it
would, I think, be a reasonable guess to say'
if we took the whole of Australia into ac-
count-though I have no statistics-those
figures would be doubled. We know per-
feetly wvell that insurance companies cover
the employer if his employee is injured in

the course of his employment, and that they
also cover nowadays the great majority of
cases that are injured and killed in street ac-
cidents. But in many cases no monetary com-
pensation can repay the bereaved relative
for the loss of someone killed in an accident;
nor does compensation in the event of in-
jury in many eases nearly compensate the
injured person. Above all, if we are suc-
cessfully to engage in industry in this
countr-v and to try to level up the com-
petition with other countries without reduc-
ing the standard of living of our people,
it is obviously essential to cut out all the
extraneous expenses we can, so that our
industrialists may have a fair and reason-
able opportunity of competition.

If the number of accidents that take place
can he steadily minimised-and perhaps in
the end very greatly reduced-it seems to
me quite obvious, that the cost placed upon
industry for workers' compensation on the
one part and accident compensation on the
other, and hospitalisation on a third, is going
to be very greatly reduced and in conse-
quence the cost of production is going to
he very greatly reduced without in the
slightest degree minimising the reasonable
standards which are available to those en-
gaged in these various indu~stries. So it
seems that the formation of this safety
council has wider implications than appear
at Hli-st sight, and that its membership, for
that reason, should be increased by taking
in other sections of the community than arc
on the body which, I believe, has been ap-
pointed; and that, most important of all,
the general public should be educated and
advised to give it their support in every -way
possible and to follow the advice it giveb.

When I was marooned, with my friend
the member for Toodyay, in South Australia
for a few days, I had a most interesting
discussion with the secretary and the chair-
man of the local safety council. I was de-
lighted to find the extent to which they had
gone-although they reckoned they had a
very long way to go-in educating the pub-
lic in accident prevention. Efforts were
being made to show members of the comn-
mnunity, from children of school age to the
oldest persons, how to avoid personal in-
jury from accident to themselves and their
friends. The more that can be developed,
the more I am convinced that it will be good
for us, not only from the point of view of
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the saving of suffering, and inconvenience
but also from the point of view of national
production and industrialisation. That is
why I took the opportunity to make some
reference to the matter this evening.

.I would like to pay some passing attention
to the amount that is outstanding for ad-
vances made under the Rural Relief Act'
Whether it is known to every member of
the House or not, it is well known to most
that the money that was used for the pur-
pose of making advances to rural debtors
for the relief of their excess obligations in
1035 was derived from a grant made 'by
the Commonwealth Government of that
time which, I think, had for its Prime
Minister, Mr. Lyons, and for its Minister
for Commerce, Dr. Earle Page. That
Government made the amount -which was
available--a total of £12,000,000 to all the
States of Australia-a grant and did noo$
require repayment from the States. I do not
know what attitude was adopted in the
other States regarding the question of iA9
repayment when advanced to the applicants.
T am not concerned with the other States
in this instance, but only with Western AUs4
tralia. But my view would apply equally
strongly if I were dealing with the matter
in another State where the same conditiond
applied as do here.

In this State, the advances were made a
charge upon all the property of the appli-
cant both owned at the time and subse-
quently acquired. He was required to enter
into an agreement to repay the amount by
instalments over a period of, I think, 25
years, there being no instalments. required
for the first four or five years. In conse-
quence he was relieved of a liability, for
example, of £800, which was compounded
by an advance of £400, and he was required
to repay the £400 to the State, although the
State was under no obligation to repay it
to the Commonwealth aovernment, as it had
not been in the nature of a loan but in the
nature of a gift. From time to time, repre-
sentations have been made by me, and by
other interested parties, to the effect that it
was unwise to impose that obligation on the
aypliearits although it was done at the time,
perhaps with the idea of making use of
the fund as a "revolving fund"-I think
those were the words used by Mr. Troy, the
then 'Minister for Lands. 'That it should

be a charge and not a gift to the individual
applicant always seemed to me unjustified
in these circumstances.

In 1942, the Premier, the then Minister
for Lands, introduced a Bill, which I think
I can truthfully say was partly due to some
discussions I had with bin, which enabled
the trustees to write off the debt in cer-
tain cases. This could be done if a man
had seen service in the war just concluded;
if his principal secured creditor had, in the
meantime, written down the debt; if the
farm had been abandoned; or for any other
reason that the trustees thought satisfac-
tory. It is true that a great many have
had the whole or portion of the debt written
off. However, last year I had the pleasure
of again taking the matter up with the pre-
sent Minister for Lands, and he subse-
quently stated that it was receiving consid-
eration. That is to say, the matter of writ-
ing off the remaining amounts outstanding
in all eases was being considered. Whether
it has received consideration or not I do
not know, but I do say that, in my opinion,
there is some need for an answer to this
question to be given fairly quickly in that
a great number have, in the meantime, had
substantial reductions or writings off made,
and it seems to mae that the whole business
should he decided once and for all.

I want to say a word or two on the
question of the Western Australian tobacco
industry which seems to me to be in some
danger of extinction. There have been, from
time to time, many statements in the Press.
The last one I noted was on the 11th May,
1946, it which there was a message from
111anjimup. It is as follows-

Due to difficulties which could not be over-
conic before the planting of this season's crop,
at serious setback has been sustained by the
tobacca growing industry in this district. The
growers' request fur a guaranteed price off
3s. a pound for leaf was nat recognised by
the authorities, and many growers turned thoir
attention to other crops. This season only 25
growers planted a total of 295 acres (which
includes the acreage of Miehelides Ltd.) for
an anticipated harvest of 275,000 lbs. of leaf.
This falls far short of the State's require-
uments.

The peak year for tobacco in this district
was 1942-43 whNVLI I1,579 acres yielded
1,335,557 lbs. of leaf, of which .1,219,557 lbs.
was sold at 31.21d. a pound.

The acreage in 1942-43 was just about five
and a half times as much as is being planted
this year, according, to the report. There
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seems to be something seriously wrong when
there is such a state of affairs as that. So
far as I can see, nothing has been said since
that date to relieve the apprehension which
is in my mind and which, I aim sure, is in
the minds of many other people, that an
industry that started, not so many years
ago, in Western Australia and which for
some time showed great pron~se, should
now virtually be bordering on extinction
instead of making progress. I say that be-
cause from all the indications there is no
lack of demand for the product of this
industry, either in this State or the balance
of the Commonwealth. In consequence,
there should ho the utmost encouragement
meted out to it, especially when one finds,
according to a booklet supplied to me by
the Department of Information, that ap-
proximately 62 per cent. of the cost of every
packet of cigarettes or tobacco is absorbed
in taxation-mostly excise.

The Minister for Mines: More than that.

Mr. WATTS: The figures are 6-1/d. on
every 10d., and lid, on every Is. 6d.,
according to whiat I worked out some
months ago from the booklet of the Depart-
ment of Information. So far as I can
ascertain, that is a rough average of
62 per cent. It is quite high enough. in
any event but it does seem to me that if
the difficulty of this industry is that it
cannot achieve a sufficient price to Pay ex-
penses so that there is a distinct minimisa-
tion-in fact, its almost total disappear-
ance-of the industry in that area, then it
is about time, if the public of Australia
are going to continue to pay excessive taxes
of that nature, for some contribution to be
made from that source to provide something
for them to pay taxes on. I was impressed
with the belief that it was purely a matter
of the price per pound that had been re-
fused to them, but I came across some ex-
tracts frein a speech made in the Common-
wealth Parliament by a Mr. Adermann,
who I think represents an area in Queens-
land where tobacco is grown. He made
what are, in my opinion, serious assertions
as to what is taking place. He said-

Since the Government has had control of
marketing, appraisoments3 have been vary
liberal and I have no quarrel on that point.
In 1941-42 the Government increased pay-
ment by 10 par cent., and in the following year
by another 10 per cent. It had previously in-
creased them by 25 per cent., so the total

increase represented 45 per cent. The pot
is, however, that though prices were inereas
by 25 per cent, growers did not obtain a'
financial benefit as a result. This is my quart
wiith the system, and in this the Minister 2i
Commerce agrees with me.

Mr. Adermann said the granting of ti
10 per cent. subsidy in addition to the
per cent, increase was the only additic
that had resulted in an actual increase
income to the growver, because t 'hat did n'
come into conflict with the interests of ti
tobacco combine. Stating that the comnbir
had declared that the quality of Australis
grown tobacco had deteriorated, he sal
tobacco was grown in Australia in four zone
northern and southern Queensland, norti
ern New South Wales, Victoria and Wes
ern Australia. The tobacco combine sai
it would not bruy Australian tobacco unle,
it was graded by the combine's own ai
praisers. In theory the grading is done l:
the representative of the combine, a repr
sentative of the growers and one of tl
department, but in practice the combine
representative gives his verdict and ti
others agree with it. ''The stage has bec
reached -when the Government must act,
said Mr. Ademnn. "The question
whether the Government or the combine
to control this industry." His conelusioi
were that in consequence of this m'tlic
of appi-aiseinent, when the price per pour
was available for increase the appraisemei
had been graded lower, so that the growl
received no benefit from the increasf
figure. If that is so it is time there xvi
a close investigation into the position, b
cause no person can he expected to center
with a method of that character. As. f i
as I can gather there is no evidence wha
ever that the grade of tobacco has deteria
ated materially in any way in recent yeair
particularly if one takes it on anl Au
tralia-wide basis, and Mr. Adermann
contention iu that this position applii
throughout the tobacco areas of the Con
monxvealth.

I think the question of transport in Wes
ern Australia is of considerable interest 1
us all. Time was when road transport xvi
permitted to operate in this State under t)
ordinary system of road licenses, but othe
wise without control, and in a way that nil
mately brought about the passage of ti
Transport Co-ordination Act and a measni
of injustice, in some respects, to people wl:
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previously were lawfully carrying on ousi-
ness. As the years have gone by, and paxrtieu-
larly since the war, the importance of road
transport as a means of shifting- goods and
passengers from one place to another has
become more and more apparent. We still
have in Western Australia the same Trans-
port Co-ordination Act, but it seems to me
that there is ample room for inquiry as to
what alteration should be made in the law,
and in the application of the law, relating to
transport co-ordination.

The trouble was that the transport vehicles
that were licensed prior to 1933 were subject
to no typo of control whatever. The em-
ployers utilised the services of the men en-
gaged most unfairly, in many cases. Those
men were employed at all hours of the day
and night, and for unnecessarily long
periods, with no regulated standard of pay
or conditions. In consequence both the men
concerned as employees, and also the em-
ployers in many cases-for the reason that
they were engaged in cut-throat competition
-ruined their health, and the whole situa-
tion was extremely unsatisfactory. What is
more, competition by these vehicles with
other recognised forms of transport was
often most unfair, because they were able
to pick the eyes out of the business. The
most attractive types of goods, which paid
the highest transport rates and were most
convenient to handle, were selected by them
on every possible occasion, while the more
unpleasant types of goods were religiously
ignored.

The Transport Co-ordination Act and the
operation of the Transport Board virtually
removed road transport of a private charac-
ter from anywhere except within a small
radius of townships, and in respect of
vehicles owned by producers and used for
their own purposes, even then under some
imitations. That might have been all right
then, but as the years have gone by the posi-
tion has developed where something will
have to happen and should happen in the
.near future. One thing is that the Railway
Department itself should undertake the useI
)f road transport, particularly to bring
,mods to the railways to he carried by rail.
Fhe department should charge a through
'ate for that service, from the point of origin
'o the point of destination. There should
)e one rate to cover both the transport by
'oad, over a portion of the distance, and the

transport by rail over the remainder. I think
the Railway Department should have first
choice in instituting public transport ser-
vices of that nature, hecause while I am n~t
anxious to create or enenurage or preservd
a monopoly, as a general rule, the position
of the finances of the State of Western Aus-
tralia, must lead us to be a little bit gentle
with the Railway Department, provided it
supplies a good service. That is the point
I wish to make; it has to supply the service.

Air. Seward: That is the point.

Mr. WATTS:- It seems to me that is one
way in which it could supply the service,
and it would he enlitled to first class con-
siideration from the public, but theme would
be many areas and many circumstances in
which no transport of that kind could rea-
son ably be provided. I think, therefore, that
due consideration should he applied to grant-
ing licenses to public transport carriers, pro-
vided it is ensured that the competition is
perfectly fair, not only Lair to the railways,
hut fair to others in competition with them.
In order to do that I think we must lay
down provisions to ensure strict compliance
with the Arbitration Court awards applying
to the industry. Regular timetables must be
provided and there must be an obligation to
carry all goods offering.

There must be a published schedule of
prices to he adhered to, and reasonable
license fees, based partly on the
revenue derived from the service. In
those circumstances, if regulations along
those lines were applied and enforced, I am
convinced that no other transport service
need fear unfair competition and that the
use of modern meehanised methods to which
the people of a State of so vast an area as
ours are entitled would bo available in
cases where they were justified and not in
competition and especially not in unf air
competition with any part of the State
enterprise which we have created, which we
must take an interest in and which we must
preserve for the very reason that without it
there might have been no development in
this State. 'While I do not for one moment
recommend that there should be a -wide open-
ing, of the State Transport Co-ordination
Act to bring us anywhere near the position
which existed in 1932-a most improper
state of affairs-yet I do say that there
should be some amendment covering condi-
tion.5 ufh as I have nicntionedsl-onk the one
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hand of railway feeder services and on the
other hand of independent transport systems
where they can be justified, complying -with
rules and regulations relating to industrial
awards, timetables and the carriage of all
goods offering, in order that there may be
fair competition.

Some two years ago there -was a debate
in this House on the suggestion that the
Commissioner of Railways should be re-
placed by directors, and the amendment
to tb6 motion moved by the member for
Pingelly was ruled out of order-and I be-
lieve rightly so-by you, Mr. Speaker, on
the ground that the Act provided that the
Commissioner should be appointed for five
years and that as the amendment dealt with
his appointment or renewed appointment
for a shorter time, it could not he
accepted. _ Consequently the debate, which
had lasted for some little time, came
to an end, and the Commissioner was
appointed for a further period of five years.
I still believe that the method suggested in
the amendment is the correct method.

The amendment provided for the creation
of a directorate to govern the railway sys-
tern on whieh the Government should be re--
presented hy a responsible officer skilled in
railway management and engineering, that
the trade unionists employed in railway
transport should have a representative, that
the commercial community should have a re-
presentative and that the primary indus-
tries, as the other principal users of the
railways, should also have a representative.
The intention was that such a board of
directors should take the place of the Com-
missioner and function in the management
of the railways, the belief being that those
four sets of interests were the ones most
vitally concerned-the Government as re-
sponsible for the financial side, the men em-
ployed, the commercial interests and
the primary producers as the principal users
of the railway services. That proposition
could not be discussed at the time, but I
believe there is a vast need, for an~ alteration
of the present system. That belief has not
been minimised by a communication which
was sent to me by the Minister some months
ago containing some information and memo-
randa in regard to the railway services. The
hon. gentleman forwarded it to me because I
had made certain representations to him on
the same subject in respect to my district.
The minute which he had forwarded to the

Commissioner of Railways made reference
the bad stowing of goods and snerchandi
destined for the Goldflelds-Coolgarct
North Coolgardie, East Murchison and t]
Murchison only. He said that bitter cot
plaint had been levelled against the Railwi
Department because of the apathy and ii
ability that was apparent in the stowing 4
goods and merchandise destined for thoi
centres. The minute continued-

It was apparent that no consideration b:
been given to the way these goods we
stowed, for perishable ad other edible good
such as fish, -etc., were frequently foni
mixed up with fittings and furniture, ax
on one occasion fish destined for Kalgoorl
was -found to make a convenient restir
place for a dog, who no doubt felt cool du
ing the hot period of the day.

Further, the cleanliness of the coach
themselves and- the lavatories attached to t)
trains were severely commented upon. '
would appear that very little interest or cal
is givent to the cleanliness of coaches ar
lavatories attached to passenger trains 4
mixed trains either, for the comment wi
general and particuilarly severe.

I have no doubt that all of these eor
plaints were very genuine, as they were p
forward by citizens of high standing, am
from my own personal experience over
period of years, I1 can endorse some of tt
complaints.

f respectfully suggest, therefore, that ye
take immediate action to see that these pa
ticuilar services, which are expenselass am
only require supervision, are given to tboi
people who richly deserve at least this mat
consideration.

7/3/46.
(Sgd.) W. M4. Marshall,

Minister for Railway

I regard that as a very fair and truthfu
statement of the position as it existed. I
the Minister saw that sort of thing in th
areas to which he went, he knows that
told him I had seen the same sort of thin,
in the area from which I come. As a cons'
quence of his activity in the matter, ir
struetions have been issued and have bee
carried out, so far as I am aware, in mo
cases. There has been a great improvemer
in the area about which I was9 coneernet
It works down to this that the Commissione
of Railways or a board of directors, whiel
ever might be appointed to govern the rail
ways, must insist that the railways giv
reasonably good service to the publio-ti
best service that can be given taking mnt
consideration the dimfieulties of area an
population with which we in this State hay
to contend. But I was convinced-and neve
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gnore convinced-of the necessity of appoint-
ing some new management for the railway
system when I read the remainder of the
paper which the 'Minister sent to me on that
occasion. It contained the Commissioner's
observations to his Chief Traffic Manager-
a subordinate officer-and included what I
regard as the moat disrespectful remarks
concerning a Minister of the Crown that any
departmental officer could make, remarks
especially bad seeing that they were address-
ed to a buhbordinate officer in the service.

On the 14th March, some seven days after
the earlier communication from the Minister,
the Commissioner of Railways wrote to the
Chief Traffic Manager in these terms-

After allowing for a certain extravagance
in the Language of the minute, and also for
the known fact, born of long experience, that
when our clients get alongside a Minister-
especially an inexperienced one-without a
responsible offcer present to cheek or cor-
rect statements made, there is a spate of
exaggeration, I feel that the complaints
under the three headings of had stowing,
cleanliness, and water bags have justification.

Mr. _.ann: Sack him straight away!

M1r. WATTS: That statement, which says
the Minister 'is irresponsible, refers to a
Minister that I know has never suffered from
irresponsibility since he assumed office. The
minute states "There is a spate of exaggera-
lion; our clients get alongside a Minister-
especially an inexperienced one." What
state of affairs are we coming to if that is
the sort of thing that is going to he done
by an allegedly responsible officer of the
railways service in this Statel

Mr. Seward: No wonder we cannot get any
improvement!1

1Mr. WATTS: If I did not believe before,
when the member for Pingelly moved it, that
the matter required considerable amendment
and a new form of management, T do believe
it nowt; but for reasons quite other than
those I am mentioning now, I ceartainly be-
lieved in it a great deal before. I com-
mend to the Government the immediate con-
sideration of appointing someone to the
management of that institution, an institu-
tion which is of tremendous value to the
State and which I desire to see preserved
and used in the best interests of the com-
munity. But we are not going to get that
service if we have a management that is
prepared to take up such a point of view,
in reference to the Minister in particular.

ral

It might be any Minister, but this particu-
lar Minister, whom most of 'us know, and
with whom we may disagree violently on
political points, we have considerable respect
for personally and we do not wish that re-
speet to be undermined by treatment of this
nature.

On motion by Mr. Needham, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 8.22 p.m.

'XIrsisfatite alounrd.
Wednesday, 31st July, 1946.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and rend prayers.

MOTION-OOMflETTEES FR THE
SESSION.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson-West) 14-33]: I desire to move
without notice, in accordance with Standing
Order No. 65-

That the following members be appointed
to serve on the Standing Committees during
the present session, namely:-

Hon. C. R. Williams: On a point of
order-

The PRESIDENT: Order! The hon. mem-
ber should wait until the Chief Secretary
has finished.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Then the fat will
be in the fire!I He will have named the
members.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move--
That the following members he appointed

to serve on the Standing Committees during
the present session, namely-

Standiwg Orders.-The President, the
Chairman of Committees, the Chief Secre-
tary, Hon. C. F. Baxter and Hon. H. S. W.
Parker.


